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Christmas is a time of reflection on the birth of Christ, holiday traditions, and spending time with friends and
family. It’s no different at Jessica and Friends Community! Individuals, families and staff enjoyed meaningful
times together during this wonderful time of the year!

The annual Christmas Pageant was held at Church of the Open Door of Shiloh on December 9th. Those in
attendance were blessed with the performance of the Christmas story, put on by members of the Jessica and
Friends family. Afterwards was a time of fellowship at an elegant dessert buffet. This night
has become an eagerly anticipated event, and the true spirit of Christmas was evident
throughout. 

Staff and individuals alike enjoyed a Christmas party at the Sarah Kathryn Home on
December 20th. This more informal time was eagerly anticipated and enjoyed by all, an
opportunity to put aside some of the workplace duties and take time to enjoy each other.
Food was enjoyed, gifts were exchanged, and laughter was prominent throughout the after-
noon. 

As you read in our last newsletter, Jessica and Friends Community was blessed in 2006
with the opening of our Dew Drop home. This first holiday season
together for these gentlemen has been a time of establishing new tradi-
tions, ones that will hopefully last a long time. Matt May, supervisor,
relates that the men enjoyed going out to enjoy Christmas lights, attend-
ing Christmas parties and really cherished attending the Holiday program
at the American Music Theater in Lancaster. 

Family time was also very significant for our residents and staff, as
many individuals enjoyed visits with their families, and numerous staff
had an opportunity to take time off to celebrate their
holidays. 

The pictures on this page have a key ingredient
common in all—smiles! Smiles showing the joy of
friendship, the joy of fun times, the joy of celebrating
the birth of our Savior.  

We hope you and your family had a wonderful
Christmas and we wish you joy in abundance in 2007! 

CHRISTMAS TRADITIONS
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Pam Kimber is a member of the Jessica and Friends
Community Parent Support Group. She wrote this in trib-
ute to her father Eugene Martini, who will be fondly
remembered as a father, grandfather, husband and friend
to many. 

Eugene Kenneth Martini was Kenny Kimber’s Grand-
pa.  He loved Kenny dearly.  Kenny liked to tease his
Grandpa—he would put on one of his Grandpa’s warm
tweed dress hats, pat himself on the chest, and say, with a
serious look, “I’m Grandpa.”  He wears the hat and his
Grandpa’s name well.  In life, Eugene provided for his
family, the way a good faithful man does.  As he faced his

death, he wanted to provide still more.  He asked that in
lieu of flowers and gift baskets, that his loved ones make
donations to Jessica and Friends.  He believed in the work
of this compassionate, vital organization.  As he rests with
his heavenly Father, he has contributed to work that must
go on here on earth.  His passing has brought heartache to
many and all who knew and loved him.  The contributions
made in his name to the Jessica and Friends Community
ease the pain. 

The following family and friends have generously
made donations to Jessica and Friends Community in Mr.
Martini’s memory:

Jessica and Friends Community has openings in the fol-
lowing positions providing personal care and services and
training in daily living skills to individuals with develop-
mental disabilities:
• Residential Services—Direct Care Staff
• In-Home Respite Care Support Staff—York County
• In-Home Respite Care Support Staff—Adams County

Full and part-time positions available with competitive
wages. Attractive benefits package for full-time staff per-
sons. Jessica and Friends Community provides exceptional
care to individuals with developmental disabilities within a
faith-based environment.

Applications are available online at
www.jandfcommunity.org or at our office:
Jessica and Friends Community
207 Dew Drop Road
York, PA 17402
(717) 747-9000
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A Tribute By Pam Kimber

GiftsMemorial/honor
Jessica and Friends Community receives contributions given in memory or in honor of loved ones and
friends. Each gift is gratefully acknowledged to further ministry in the disabled community.

In Honor of: Given by:

McCleaf grandchildren Nancy McCleaf
Betsy Bailets Margaret Taylor
Karen Warnemuende David and Elizabeth Givens
Stella Neymeyer Russell and Jean Jungling
Walter and Joan Hartman James and Patricia Hartman
In Memory of: Given by:

Pearl Crabtree Russell and Jean Jungling
Lester Neymeyer Stella Neymeyer

Phil and Sandy Van Orman
Russell and Jean Jungling

Beatrice Shive Joe and Susan Stump
Joseph Janora Robert and Lisa Fritz

Jacqueline Kubala
Re/Max Realtors– Ruby Darr Team
Erika Briggs

Joseph Janora Barbara Mayewski
Lois Morgan
Leo and Suzanne Keim
Sarah Keeney
Re/Max Realtors of Lancaster
David and Joyce Hilt
Ruth Ann Bailets
Edward and Joan Janora
Brent and Jackie Briggs
Lloyd and Rose Ann Briggs
Kimberly Rubasky
Carmella Lacesa
Marie and Carolyn Mishkel
Barry and Colleen Horvath

Anne Piper Stu and Kathy Levey
Ethel Frick Karl and Ruthie Frick

John Sunukjian
Southwoods Associates
Jennifer Lee
Ervia Martini
Donald and Linda Mancini
Domenick and Tressa Bellissimo 
Mary Hendrickson
Mark and Michelle Folsom
Sam Long
Stevens Roofing/Geomembrane
Jon and Katherine Gabry

Ivan and Gail Morris
Pansy Pionati
Joseph Dinome
Joel and Roseanne Reffner
Joseph and Julie Stauffer
Judith Hoffman
Ola Cox
Richard and Martha Poff
Brian and Lynn Dougherty
Estrella Perez
Ronald and Margaret Stoudt

Karl and Christine Fritton
Martin and Judith Tolen
Claire and Charles Hossack
Shawn and Colleen Connor
Peter and Ann Skilton
John Bucher
Jose and Alison Colon
Travis and Victoria Bortner
John and Kelly Martini
John and Nancy Pitcherella

This past November Jessica and Friends Community
went to you, our faithful donors, with the desire of our heart
to step forward with Pathways Community and Vocational
Services—and you responded in a wonderful way! 

Pathway Community and Vocational Services (PCVS) is
a new community, faith-based, day programming option for
individuals with developmental disabilities in York and
Adams County. This program seeks to provide training in a
variety of skills and vocational opportunities while engaging
individuals in the community in which they live, supporting
them as they are active and visible participants in their com-
munity. 

We stated a goal of $27,000 to assist in the development
of PCVS. As of the publishing date of our newsletter, we cur-
rently have $23,741 donated to Jessica and Friends
Community since November 29, 2006. We are so thankful
God has blessed us with such faithful donors.  

If you are so moved, there still is time to give towards the
development of PCVS. Also, please watch for updates on our
development of this exciting program.

Giving Update
Hi. My name is Octavia

Rhodes (pictured with David
Lawver). I live in York County. I have three children ages
3, 5, and 7. I attend Praise Community Church. My
favorite bible verse is 1 Corinthians 10:13 (But remember
that the temptations that come into your life are no differ-
ent from what others experience. And God is faithful. He
will keep the temptations from becoming so strong that you
can’t stand up against it. When you are tempted, he will
show you a way out so that you will not give into it)
because it helps me get through the rough times in my life.
I have a strong passion for helping people, and enjoy sup-
porting the guys at the Dew Drop house. 

I believe that God has chosen me to work at Jessica
and Friends Community because at the end of my time at
my previous job I prayed to God asking him to help me
find a new job. About three hours after my prayer I
received a phone call from my supervisor referring me to
Jessica and Friends Community.

staff spotlight

Address Correction Requested



Mr. Stuart Levey, President
Dr. Peter W. Teague, Vice President
Mr. Lewis McCleaf, Treasurer
Mrs. Mary Beth Staub, Secretary
Mr. Dale Bubb
Mrs. Kathy Levey
Dr. Donald Piper
Mrs. Paulette Teague
Mr. Robert Teague
Mrs. Sandy Van Orman
Mr. Lee Stare

Jessica & Friends Community Newsletter is
published quarterly by Jessica & Friends
Community, 207 Dew Drop Rd., York, PA,
17402.  Please send all correspondence includ-
ing address corrections to the above address.

With the dawn of a new year, I’m personally excited about the possibilities that lie in front of
me! My calendar is blank, I’ve started my bible reading program for 2007, and my gym member-
ship is current! The difficult things of 2006 don’t quite carry the sting that they did last year. A
new year has come, and the opportunities it brings are endless!

As you know, forming goals and resolutions are popular things to do this time of year. This
indeed is not a bad thing to do. Careful planning is not only blessed by God—but is requested! Mark out a straight path
for your feet; then stick to the path and stay safe—Proverbs 4:26. Strategic planning is required today by ministries that
seek to be effective and efficient. 

Jessica and Friends Community has a strong Strategic Planning Committee that has been looking towards the future
of this organization. We have met regularly since the fall and are excited to go forward in the New Year! We realize this
must be done with great wisdom and thoughtfulness, and ask God for this regularly. 

I give to you the resolutions of Jessica and Friends Community for 2007:
1. Jessica and Friends Community resolves to be proactive. The plans of the diligent lead to profit—Proverbs 21:5. We
have an aggressive agenda planned for 2007, with a goal of starting to offer vocational services along with expanding our
Respite program. In this field, strong organizations are the ones that seek out opportunities, not those who wait for them.
With that in mind, we will be actively and creatively looking towards future planning in the upcoming year. 
2. Jessica and Friends Community resolves to be prayerful. Be glad for all that God is planning for you. Be patient in
trouble, and always be prayerful—Romans 12:12. The rock of Jessica and Friends Community is our faith in God and the
model of the ministry of Jesus Christ. Starting with this issue, we will also inform you of what is on the hearts of our staff
and Board of Directors. We would ask that you would remember these items in your prayers and encourage others to pray
for this ministry as well. 
3. Jessica and Friends Community resolves to be good stewards. From everyone who has been given much, much will
be demanded; and from the one who has been entrusted with much, much more will be asked—Luke 12:48. We are funded
primarily with tax dollars and private donations. Our government and private supporters have shown tremendous faith in
us by giving us these valuable funds to perform our services, and we are grateful for this confidence. I promise that we
will use dollars appropriated to Jessica and Friends Community as efficiently as possible. 
4. Jessica and Friends Community resolves to be thankful. Tell God what you need, and thank him for what he has
done—Philippians 4:6. God has blessed this organization in a great way time and again, as I’m sure you have read or
experienced through the years. We are so thankful as well for the many people who support our ministry in so many ways,
from those who give their monies, to those who give their time to do various jobs around our homes, to those who give
the time to bring you the newsletter you are currently holding. We thank all of you who pray for the ministry of Jessica
and Friends Community, too. 

May I ask that you consider the ministry of Jessica and Friends Community in your resolutions this year? A tangible
goal of our Board of Directors is to increase the reach and knowledge of Jessica and Friends Community in 2007. Would
you be willing to talk with your friends and family about the good work that is done on a daily basis in our homes and
Respite program? Would you be willing to pass this newsletter on to others and encourage them to become part of our
mailing list? 

Feel free to refer people to our website www.jandfcommunity.org, which details the history of Jessica and Friends
Community and our philosophy of care along with contact information and even a downloadable employment application. 

Thank you all for your support and prayers. Happy New Year to you from the residents, staff and Board of Directors
of Jessica and Friends Community

Mike Whiteman
Executive Director
Michael.Whiteman@Jandfcommunity.org

Board of Directors

Statement of
Purpose

Jessica and Friends Community
offers services and support to individuals
with developmental disabilities within a
faith-based environment. We seek to be a
community which affirms the worth of
all people, responds to families and indi-
viduals seeking a faith-based program,
supports personal growth and wholeness,
advocates for community and church
inclusion, and provides opportunities for
spiritual growth and service.

Jessica and Friends Community
affirms the worth of each person who is
developmentally disabled and strives to
be a catalyst for their inclusion in the
local community and the local Body of
Christ. 

Jessica and Friends Community pro-
vides supports and services within a
faith-based environment to strengthen
each and all persons while enabling them
to attain their full potential.
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“Don’t worry about anything; instead, pray about everything. Tell God
what you need, and thank him for all he has done.” Philippians 4:6
We at Jessica and Friends would appreciate your prayers for the following:
1. Pray for our staff, that they would be sustained in these winter months;

that they and their family would be healthy, that they would be safe. 
2. Pray for wisdom for Jessica and Friends Community Board of

Directors as we meet the fourth Thursday of each month to plan for the
future of the ministry. 

3. Pray for Ellen, Jessica, Betsy, Mark, David, and Matthew who reside in
our community homes and give thanks for them and the gifts they bring
to their housemates and staff. 

4. Pray for wisdom for Jessica and Friends Community as we plan for the
opening of Pathway Community Vocational Services in 2007. 

5. Pray that God would send kind, compassionate Christ-like servants to
serve as direct support staff for our homes and Respite program. 

6. Pray for Darlene Kuhn, our Program Director. Pray for strength and
wisdom for her as she provides leadership and support for our pro-
grams. 

7. Pray for Meredith Preston and Matt May, our House Supervisors, and
for the mighty work they perform in the Sarah Kathryn and Dew Drop
homes. 

8. Pray for Mike Whiteman, Executive Director, for wisdom as he contin-
ues becoming acclimated to his role. 

9. Thank God for the faithful giving that we receive and pray that others
may be touched to give to this ministry.

Executive Director
From theDesk of the

Prayer Focus
2007 marks three years that Jessica and Friends Community has been holding monthly worship

services!
Our first service was held in May of 2004 at Aldersgate United Methodist Church. The next two

services in June and July were held at The First Assembly Church on the Susquehanna Trail. We
were welcomed at both churches.  I remember our first time at First Assembly… the fire alarms
were inadvertently set off… We sure set the church on fire that night!!! With each worship service

our worship team hauled their instruments, drum set, keyboard and guitars, and all the extra equipment. We hauled our lap-
tops and screens and props and, of course, our snacks and drinks in coolers for afterwards.  It was not an easy task for a Fri-
day afternoon at 5:00 P.M. There was a tremendous amount of preparation for each service. The team would meet prior to
each service and prepare and practice. Transportation was also an issue for some of our friends, but we tackled each chal-
lenge one at a time and never gave up meeting together (Hebrews 10:25). We were looking for a permanent location and
meeting time. My vision was to create a worship team that would be inclusive—consisting of people with and without dis-
abilities. It was equally important to create an atmosphere where those with disabilities and their families could come and
worship. It doesn’t matter if you are a bit noisy or cannot sit still, all are welcome. That vision has been accomplished! 

With the start of 2007 we are happy to report that we have found the perfect place to meet, Bethlehem United Methodist
Church, 109 East Main Street, Dallastown.  It suits our need for accessibility and we are welcomed by the church. We have
learned to keep it simple, as worship is meant to be simple. It is about genuine time with the Lord! The Parent Support
Group of Jessica and Friends Community has committed to making the Worship Night a family event. Members of the sup-
port group, Claudia Summerson, now oversees the light meal and Nancy George shares her teaching gift with us. 

With joy and sounds of laughter the evening begins with a light meal at 6:00 P.M.  Worship begins at 6:45 P.M. with
praise songs and prayer.  Faithfully, Steve Hartman opens us with a prayer and plays his recorder during our worship
music.  Amy Barczak reads the scripture and has brought us the message from time to time.  Amy has an excellent memory
for Bible stories and she loves to do funny skits to illustrate them.  Jayme Janora does an excellent job praying for our joys
and concerns.  Elizabeth Smith lovingly leads us in a statement of faith and on occasion has shared her beautiful gift of
singing with a solo.  Joanna George is our friendly greeter and from time to time she and her father have shared their won-
derful gift of singing  She is a great worship leader, and she will encourage everyone what and when to sing. Phillip Gen-

ovese loves to share a closing scripture and it would not be worship without Ellen Hartman adamantly and independently
closing us with her favorite responsive reading and prayer. This vision could not have been accomplished without several
faithful community volunteers to sing and play music with our J&FC family and to them I say Thank-you!

It is my goal for 2007 that we would continue to reach families and individuals with developmental disabilities to gather
together to Worship as a COMMUNITY and to care for and support one another through genuine fellowship.  On two occa-
sions the Parent Support Group will be holding informational meetings simultaneously as the Jessica and Friends Communi-
ty Staff provide supervision for your family member.  It is our goal to bring families together for fellowship and true support
as the challenges and blessings of caring for a special family member can be difficult. 

The schedule is the second Friday of each month from 6 P.M. to 8 P.M.
February 9 – Light meal and Worship and Family Event

March 9 – Light meal, Worship and Parent Support Group meeting
April 13 – Light meal, Annual Family Talent Show (details coming)

May 11 – Light meal and Worship and Family Event
June 8 – Worship, Picnic and Parent Support Group meeting

If you have questions or would like to know how you and your family can be involved, please call me at 747-
9000 or Co-Presidents of the Parent Support Group John Tarman at 764-0754 or Dave George at 845-9134. An extra
set of hands is always appreciated!

Program Director
From theDesk of the

Jessica and Friends Community is thrilled
to announce that Rob Teague, older brother to
Jessica, has joined the Board of Directors. Rob
has served as a financial advisor for Belco
Community Credit Union for the past four
years, working in York, Gettysburg, Harrisburg
and Lancaster. 

Rob states that he is excited to serve in his
new capacity “The Lord has blessed me with

leadership abilities in working with people

and experience in the business field and I

look forward to Him using these qualities

for His glory with Jessica and Friends.”

Rob and his wife Kirsten just celebrated nine years of marriage. They
live in York with their children Joshua, Kate and Emma and worship at
Living Word Community Church.

Robert Teague Joins Board of Directors


