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  With 2025 now a sweet memory, we marvel at all that God has done to 
bless our Jessica & Friends Community family. From the beautiful flowers 
and delicious produce harvested in Jeremy’s Garden, to joyful family picnics 
at Indian Rock Acres, to the extraordinary Gala where friends and families 
honored the lives of their precious loved ones—this past year was full of 
God’s goodness. These special moments represent only a portion of the 
blessings poured out over the past year, and our hearts are overflowing 
with gratitude for His faithfulness.

  We were also blessed with opportunities to give back to our broader 
community. Our individuals joyfully shared God’s love as they led worship 
with students at Lancaster Bible College and presented the Christmas 
story at Church of the Open Door through drama, Scripture, music, and 
the Hosanna Ringers proclaiming the birth of Christ. They also delighted 
in serving others through packing, collecting, and delivering Christmas 
shoebox gifts—bringing holiday joy to those in need.

  Another milestone of 2025 was the launch of our new Day Program 
in Chambersburg. We are excited to see God expanding the vision of 
faith-based support and services for adults with autism and intellectual 
disabilities beyond York/Adams Counties and into Franklin/Fulton Counties.

  We remain deeply grateful for your partnership. Your generous prayers and 
support empower us to live out our core values and witness lives being 
transformed—lives making a difference in their homes, communities, and 
churches. 

  Would you consider honoring Jessica’s 45th birthday this month 
on March 22 with a gift? For a donation of $45 or more, if requested, 
we will send you a copy of a new, modern, classic edition of “My 
Utmost For His Highest” by Oswald Chambers. Thank you for your 
prayers and generosity as God uses Jessica’s life for His glory.

With grateful hearts,

Peter & Paulette
Co-Founders

  At our annual Gala on October 4, Jessica & Friends Community was 
honored to present Mark and Grace Sullivan with the Lifetime Achievement 
Award, recognizing their extraordinary generosity and vision. Their historic 
gift of Indian Rock Acres (IRA) to our community 12 years ago has had a 
profound and lasting impact.

  What began as a beautiful property and home has become a cherished 
sanctuary where individuals and families find growth, healing, and 
meaningful connection. IRA now serves as a gathering place for hundreds 
of families, caregivers, and friends through events such as Family Fun 

Days, Mom’s Night Out, staff trainings, retreats, and more. 
While each event is special, the greatest gift has been the 
deep bonds of love, encouragement, and hope formed 
within our community.

  This award celebrates not only the Sullivans’ philanthropy, 
but the legacy of compassion they continue to nurture. 
Their unwavering support strengthens our mission every day. We extend our 
heartfelt gratitude to Mark and Grace Sullivan for a gift that has blessed our 
community in ways words can scarcely express.



  As the sun began to set and evening approached, 450 guests 
arrived at the Wyndham Garden Ballroom for a night dedicated to 
celebrating the lives of our cherished friends. The atmosphere was 
filled with excitement and elegance—limousine rides, the Shining Star 
Photo Booth, golden crowns, sparkling tiaras, and stunning corsages 
and boutonnieres complemented the glamorous attire of the evening.

  One of the highlights of the night was the red carpet walk. A total of 
82 of our amazing individuals proudly made their way down the aisle, 
each one introduced by Aaron Spangler, who shared their names 
and interests as friends and family cheered them on with joy and 
admiration.

  Guests enjoyed a delicious dinner while laughter and happiness filled 
the room. Then came the moment everyone had been waiting for—
our beloved DJ, Chris Wagman, kicked off the dance party with the 
traditional song, “Jessica.” Instantly, the dance floor came alive as our 
Stars rushed to dance the night away. This was their night to shine—
and shine they did!

  For every parent, friend, and loved one in attendance, it was a 
moving experience to see each individual celebrated and honored in 
such a meaningful way.

  As Jessica’s parents, we were especially touched. This evening was 
a profound blessing for us. Since Jessica lost her eyesight five years 
ago, we hadn’t seen her so engaged and joyful. She danced, her 
head lifted high, eyes open, and a radiant smile on her face the entire 
night. But God!! 

  We are grateful for a night that reminded us all of the beauty, 
resilience, and joy within each of our precious friends. Thank you to 
everyone who made this evening unforgettable.












